IQ                  THE  REPUBLIC  OF  PANAMA
United States and Panama, whereby the North American
republic received the Canal Zone, is also a general subject
outside the scope of this work and already thoroughly ex-
plored by other writers. Reference to it here is necessary
because its ramifications have had considerable relation
to the role of the Republic of Panama in various projects
of international cooperation within this hemisphere and
the world.
The formal acceptance of the Republic of Panama into
the international family of sovereign states was, like its
abrupt independence, sponsored by the United States. The
North American republic extended de ]ure recognition on
November 13, 1903, when President Theodore Roosevelt
received Philippe Bunau-Varilla as Panama's first Minister
in Washington.9 The next day the United States Depart-
ment of State cabled as follows to all of its diplomatic
representatives abroad:
The President yesterday fully recognized the Republic of
Panama and formally received its Minister Plenipotentiary.
You will promptly communicate this to the government to
which you are accredited.10
This message started a succession of recognitions by
foreign governments: France on November 16th, China
the 26th, Austria-Hungary the 27th, Germany the 30th,
Denmark on December 3rd, Russia the 6th, Sweden and
Norway the 7th, Belgium the 9th, Nicaragua the 15th,
Peru the 19th, Cuba the 23rd, Great Britain and Italy the
24th, and Japan, Costa Rica, and Switzerland the 28th.11
Colombia was the principal holdout. Her indignation was
unbounded, and not until 1924 did she formally recog-
nize the independence of Panama and exchange diplo-
matic missions.12 By the recognitions of the Great Powers,
however, Panama had arrived, whether Colombia cared
for the fact or not.